


We are grateful to the White Earth Reservation Tribal Government and community for assisting us 

with our work.  The White Earth Land Recovery Project is it’s own non-profit, 501 (c)(3) organization 

separate from the tribal government.  However, we could not attain the accomplishments described 

in this report without the tribe’s financial and collaborative support.  For this we are very grateful.

Special thanks to everyone who assisted with the creation of this publication.   

To all whose efforts and hard work make moving forward possible.  To all who have helped  

with the research, compilation, photography design and printing.  Chi-Miigwech!
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This report is dedicated to our community, and especially to  
Margaret Smith- who for almost twenty years has worked  

tirelessly for this organization in marketing wild rice,  
arguing for justice in our economy and on our reservation and  

directing our Mino Miijim Program distributing food to the elders.   

In fact, she designed the program. 
Margaret continues to inspire all of our work  
here on the reservation, and went into some  
well-deserved semi-retirement this past year.  

Margaret turned 90 years old in March of 2008. 
We all hope to see if we can follow in her moccasins.

Margaret Smith
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From the Executive Director
It’s been an amazing year.  We’ve done what we do best: taken some dreams, and made them a reality. We took the idea of 

putting good food in our school and piloted the first Farm to School program on a reservation in our region.  We secured 

passage of a law protecting our sacred wild rice by requiring an Environmental Impact Statement on any proposals 

to genetically engineer wild rice in the state of Minnesota. We also walked through the doorway to apply for an FCC 

license for a community based radio station.  That’s just to start with!  We ensured a lot of our local food production by 

encouraging local farmers and gardeners, by putting up greenhouses in our villages.  And we took on a polluter or two: 

the nations largest potato grower who sprays our villages with pesticides and a power company who wants to put up a new coal fired power plant in the 

windiest region in the US.  We stood up for our land and our people and we stood with strong allies.  We brought on new staff with great skills to help 

us as we grow and strengthen our organization, and we continue our work in renewable energy, energy efficiency and weatherization.  We also began 

a strategic planning process which will prepare us for the next twenty years. We are looking at our organization’s strengths, our community needs and 

the world we have come to live in.  Thank you for supporting us in this time.  

So, this is where we find ourselves. We are looking for the tools we need to carry on in this millennium. We are looking at the issues of climate change 

and food security and determining what we will need to address these issues in our community: whether it is the questions of which wind turbines we 

will use, or which plants we will be growing that are resilient to frost and need no irrigation or fossil fuel inputs.  We are looking at the ways to better 

serve our people and nurture our youth- in the upcoming years, to ensure they are present as vital parts of our community engaged in that process 

of self determination whether through our radio and media work, or through our work to create the next energy economy.  We are looking forward to 

the years ahead and to sharing with and learning from other Indigenous peoples and allies in this time of change and challenge.  Please take a look at 

our report, we’ve highlighted some of what occurred this past year, but there is much more which we cannot quantify, it can only be seen, tasted, or 

witnessed.  Again, I want to thank you for your interest and support. We are an organization with a very small budget for all that we do, and we need 

your support to continue. We are grateful.



Left to Right: Nyleta Belgarde, Diane Roy, John Lee,  
Christine Herman, Chairwoman Kathy Goodwin and Tonie Vizenor

WELRP BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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WELRP ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Left to Right:  Earlene Edgell, Jeff Bingham and Janna Knittle.

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

 Left to Right:  Pat Wichern, Mike Chilton, SC Director, Ron Chilton and Eric Chilton.
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Above right:
Dennis St. Clair

Mino Miijim Wild Rice & Seed Sovereignty Alternative Energy

Native Harvest Minwanjige Café Farm to School Food Program

Right:  Meral St. Clair

Left to Right:  Production Manager- Todd Sisson; 
Juanita Lindsay, Sandy Hernandez & Barb Warren

Janice Chilton Kyra Busch

Andrea Hanks John Shimek



“…To be hopeful in bad times is not just foolishly romantic. It is based on the fact that human  
history is a history not only of cruelty, but also of compassion, sacrifice, courage and kindness.

What we choose to emphasize in this complex history will determine our lives.  If we see only the worst,  
it destroys our capacity to do something. If we remember those times and places- and there are so  

many- where people have behaved magnificently, this gives us the energy to act, and at least the  
possibility of sending this spinning top of a world in a different direction.

And if we do act, in however small a way, we don’t have to wait for some grand utopian future.  
The future is an infinite succession of presents, and to live now, as we think human beings should live,  

in defiance of all that is bad around us, is itself a marvelous victory….”

       Howard Zinn
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We’re pleased to share with you some of the amazing work we’ve done 
here at the White Earth Land Recovery Project in 2007and early 2008. 

Thank you again for all of your support.

We’re concerned about what our children eat.  Increasingly, school lunch programs are putting our children’s health at risk and have been found to 

contribute to childhood obesity and diabetes as well as other health issues. Other studies indicate a relationship between food dyes, additives and 

ADHD, and recently, over a hundred million pounds of ground beef destined for the School Lunch Programs was recalled.  We decided it was time to do 

something about providing local food, as much organic food as we can, and to re-traditionalize or ensure our traditional foods are a part of our children’s 

meals.  Jim Huesers, Pine Point fourth grade teacher stated, “The Farm to School program has been important to Pine Point School, giving students 

opportunities to engage in meaningful, culturally based experiences. Farm to School is a critical venue for school/community collaboration”.

Ours is the first tribal Farm-to-School Program in Minnesota. We implemented the pilot project in fall of 2007 at Pine Point Elementary School.  The Pine 

Point School is a K-8 public school located in the southeast portion of the White Earth Indian Reservation in northern Minnesota.  The school serves 85 

Ojibwe students and includes a Head Start Program as well as an elderly nutrition program.  Pine Point School has the highest rate of child poverty in the entire state of Minnesota: 

the 2000 Census indicates that 69.7 percent of enrolled children live below the poverty line, but current estimates are closer to 98 percent.  The children receive subsidized breakfasts 

and lunches.  

Adding fresh, local and organic ingredients wherever possible and removing food dyes and processed foods 

containing high fructose corn syrup, students and staff have enjoyed new menu items ranging from yellow 

watermelon, organic carrots, organic pork sausage, organic highlander beef, local buffalo, multi-grain cereal, 

and organic whole wheat hot cereal. In addition to regular meals, each month the Farm to School Program has 

catered a community feast and an elders’ lunch.  

By working with local farmers, eighteen families thus far, we are able to support our local economy and build 

stronger food systems in our community.  Many farmers have had the chance to share a feast with the students 

and enjoy the product of their work.

Students, in conjunction with the 21st Century Community learning after-school program, are learning about local food systems.  They have taken trips to visit a wild rice mill, apple 

orchard, and heritage turkey farm to learn about where each of these foods comes from and to visit with the growers.  The fourth grade class spent a week focusing on mandaamin 

(corn) and then on buffalo. In the classroom they wrote poems and learned about the seasons, while outside the classroom they went to help harvest native Bear Island Flint corn and 

learn its significance to Ojibwe people. Students were later taught how to braid the corn to properly dry it for storage. This winter we began traditional cooking classes and decorated 

the school cafeteria with Ojibwe art and vocabulary.

Mino Miijim (Gitigaaning-Kikendaasowin-wigamig) Farm to School Food Program
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Fruit: 
Yellow Watermelon: Carter’s Red Wagon Farm Stand, Park Rapids
Watermelon: Linda and Tony Carter, Park Rapids; Larry Hoban, Ogema; 
 Sally and Mark Annis, Glyndon
Cantaloupe: Linda and Tony Carter, Park Rapids; Sally and Mark Annis, Glyndon
Blue Plums: Darrell Smith, Callaway
Tomatoes: Sally and Mark Annis, Glyndon
Honey Crisp Apples: Art Disse
Organic Golden Apples, Organic Grapefruit Juice, Organic Fair Trade Bananas 

(Oke): Donated by Coop Partners Warehouse   

Vegetables:
Kidney beans: Wes and Marge Hall (farm across the road from the school)  
Sweet Corn: Max and Karen Chilton, Ogema; Larry Hoban, Ogema; 
 Lisa and Brad Hoffart, Callaway
Organic Green Beans: Larry Hoban, Ogema; Linda and Tony Carter
Cabbage: Dora Dewandler, Ponsford 
Organic Carrots: Larry Hoban, Ogema
Carrots, Yellow & White Onions, Leeks & Spinach: Donated by North Country Food Bank, Crookston
Organic Potatoes: Donated by Coop Partners Warehouse

Donated (Quantities too small for lunch service): 

Beets & Rutabaga: Dora Dewandler, Ponsford
Pickling Cucumbers: Janice Sonnenberg, Detroit Lakes

Grains:
Northwoods Multi-grain & Wild Rice Cereal (hot cereal) & Wild Rice Pancake Mix 

 & Wild Rice Flour: Native Harvest
Whole Wheat Hot Cereal, Organic Cornmeal & Organic 

Whole Wheat Flour: Natural Way Mills
Wild Rice:  Louie Dewandler

We’d like to thank our partners -   
who donated or provided local foods  
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Baked Goods, Catered Items and Salad Dressings: 
Wild Rice Cake, Pumpkin Cake, Apple Crisp, Multi-Grain Bread, Oat Bread, 

Whole Wheat Bread, Organic Granola and Berry Breakfast Bar, Hot Dog Buns, 

Strawberry Cream Cheese Muffins, Monster Cookies, Chocolate Chip Peanut Butter 

Oatmeal Cookies, Chocolate Cookie Bars and Highlander Beef Lasagna: Minwanjige Café
Organic Cornbread and Hominy Soup: made by Pine Point 5th & 6th Graders
Maple & Strawberry Sumac Vinaigrette Salad Dressings: Native Harvest

Sweeteners:
Honey: Ken Swedberg, Callaway
Maple Syrup: Native Harvest

Proteins:
Organic Highlander Beef (incl. beef hot dogs): Jerry and Janice Chilton, Ogema
Buffalo: John Hinchley, Park Rapids; Pam and Dave Johnson, Nevis
Organic Ham, Pork and Sausage: Loren and Andrea Haverinen, Menahga
Organic Heritage Turkeys (Bourbon Red, Narragansett Blue): Lori and Jim Gellings, Zerkel
Organic Ham and Organic Chicken:  Spring Prairie Hutterite Community, Hawley
Kidney Beans: Wes and Marge Hall, Ponsford
Fresh Eggs:  varied sources

Donated (Quantities too small for lunch service – used in Mino-miijim) 

Organic Free-range Chicken, Lamb, Turkey Bacon and Misc: Donated by Seward Coop

Dairy:
Organic Yogurt, Organic Milk (for cooking) & Organic Butter: Rod 
and Linda Cloose – Blackstar Dairy

Cookware:
1 Hamburger Patty Press

1000 Patty Papers

3- 22 quart round storage containers with 3 covers
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Local Foods for this Millennium

The past fifty years has given rise to an increasingly globalized food economy.  Now our community and most of the rest of Native America and the entire US is in a tough situation: we 

are dependent upon petroleum to eat.  Our own traditional foods are high in nutritional value, require less fertilizer and irrigation (since these crops were developed by our people for 

thousands of years before the “green revolution”), and also do not need to be shipped across the world by an interstate highway system. Basically, the average meal travels l546 miles 

from farmer to plate. We think that food security and food sovereignty are essential for our people and in fact for all who live here on Turtle Island. We’re interested in re-localizing 

and re-traditionalizing our foods and we are working with the Buy Local Campaign of northern Minnesota and joining with other farmers and producers to celebrate the unique food 

culture of our region.   Some of these foods have been featured at our Slow Food Dinners which we have held annually at The Historic Holmes Center in Detroit Lakes.  

We had two Slow Food Dinners in Detroit Lakes. The first, held in February of 2007 was just before the annual Indigenous Farming Conference, 

and not only showcased amazing foods, but also featured Sierra Noble, an incredible Metis fiddler. She performed for a full house at our 

event but also played for 900 students from the Detroit Lakes and tribal school systems. This young woman, at only eighteen, was a great 

inspiration to youth from our communities, and is a positive role model for our young people.  

Our Fall Slow Food Dinner and Detroit Lakes Indigenous Film Festival were held in October of 2007.  Seasonal fare provided by local farmers 

was sampled by 120 guests at an elegant meal held in the Ballroom.  The menu featured homemade bread; fresh greens with Native Harvest 

Strawberry Sumac Vinaigrette; a choice of organic highlander beef, buffalo, or portobello mushrooms; hand-harvested, wood-parched wild 

rice, traditional hominy with chevre; and black bean organic chocolate cake.

Metic Fiddler Sierra Noble

Mino Miijim (Ashang’aag Gete Anishinaabeg) Feeding our Elders 
Food Program   

Mino Miijim, the Good Food Program, was created to address both health and economic issues on the reservation.  

Margaret Smith ran this program for the past few years, and has now partially retired, with Dennis St. Clair and his 

uncle Meral St. Clair carrying on the program.

Meral St. Clair

Dennis St. Clair pictured on right
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Mino Miijim (Ashang’aag Gete Anishinaabeg) Feeding our Elders Food Program continuted . . .

Almost one-third of the population served by the Indian Health Service (IHS) on our reservation has diabetes.  According to the IHS registry we have 988 diabetes-diagnosed clients 

at White Earth, which represents 29% of our population. This number increased from the previous year when there were 689 diagnosed diabetics, a 20% diabetes rate.  Diabetes has 

increased 70% among White Earth youth, a circumstance which will deeply compromise our future generations.  The cost of diabetes to tribal communities nation-wide is daunting: 

$500 million in 2003 for 100,000 patients.  

The Mino Miijim elderly food program involves the distribution of traditional foods and produce to 170 elderly diabetic families on the reservation.  We provide hominy corn, wild rice, 

maple syrup, and buffalo meat to these elders because, in addition to their health benefits, these foods were traditionally valued by the Anishinaabeg and we seek to restore their 

status in our community.  

In 2007, the WELRP continued our monthly distribution of these foods to elders and their families.  We increased elders’ access to this food through a lunch program at Pine Point 

Elementary School in Pine Point Township.  Monthly, 30 elders dine at the school and the WELRP provided healthy and traditional foods for these meals.  Special thanks to the Harry 

Chapin Fund, the Catholic Campaign for Human Development-Diocese of Crookston, MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger, Presbyterian Committee on the Self Development of 

People and our local Synod of Lakes and Prairies Presbyterian Church USA. 

Wild Rice Bill Update

In May of 2007, the Minnesota Legislature passed into law an amendment an existing statute, requiring an Environmental Impact 

Statement prior to any application for test plots of Genetically Engineered (GE) Wild Rice.  This was largely due to the work of Frank 

Moe, a state representative who worked on the bill, our tribal leadership and some committed staff, especially Andrea Hanks and 

Allen Richardson.  

 This law also mandated a study identifying any existing or “potential” threats to wild rice, and with recommendations to further 

protect wild rice and increase acreage. 

Andrea Hanks, the Wild Rice Campaign Coordinator, traveled to six meetings with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

as part of the process of completing a state-wide study of wild rice in Minnesota.  Other stakeholders included the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, state agencies, tribal representatives, 

and legislators.  

The study was undertaken by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.  Under the leadership of the commission two teams were created to compile the study and both 

the WELRP and the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe were present in these groups, ensuring that a Native American perspective is manifest in the study.  The study examines wild rice in 

Minnesota from all angles: how much is in the state, what is the existing tribal legislation; what is the existing state legislation; and what are the management, environmental, and 

ecological issues surrounding natural wild rice stands.
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At the national level, the WELRP is working with the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe to make a recommendation and comment to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant 

Health Inspection Service (USDA-APHIS) about their Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process for genetically modified organisms.  The WELRP has continued to build the Indig-

enous Seed Sovereignty Coalition. This collaboration of Indigenous peoples from Minnesota, Wisconsin, New Mexico, and Hawaii is working to protect corn, wild rice, taro and other 

indigenous plants from genetic contamination and patenting. 

Hawaii and Taro Protection Update 

White Earth Land Recovery Project staff members Winona LaDuke and Andrea Hanks traveled to Hawaii with New Mexico seed sovereignty advocates Louis Hena, Pau-

la Garcia, and their spouses to provide educational materials and Indigenous perspectives on the Hawaiian work to protect Taro from genetic contamination. Taro, also 

known as kalo, is considered the “elder brother of the Hawaiians” and a central food. It’s cultural status is very similar to that of wild rice. We are supporting their 

work to secure a legislative hearing on this issue and to protect their kalo from genetic manipulation by the University of Hawaii. There are also over 2000 open air genetic  

engineering field experiments underway in Hawaii, which may have huge negative impacts on not only the ecosystem but the health of the people. Our work there is supported by 

the Christensen Fund, Hawaii Seed and individual donors.   

New Mexico Acequia Association: New Mexico Seed Sovereignty Work 

By initiating the Seed Sovereignty Declaration, which was passed unanimously as a joint House-Senate Memorial by the New  

Mexico legislature in spring 2007, the New Mexico Food and Seed Sovereignty Alliance has won a high-profile political endorsement 

for the right of Native and traditional farmers to keep their seeds and crops free from contamination by genetically engineered genes. 

The Alliance is now considering the next steps towards creating more binding legislation at the state, Pueblo, reservation, acequia 

(irrigation or waterway) community, or county level.

Winona with son Gwe in Hawaii



Environmental Justice and the White Earth Pesticide Action Project  

The Pine Point community resides in the southwest corner of the 1,000-square-mile White Earth reservation in northern Minnesota.  Every statistic you do not want shadows this 

community. Arrest rates are high, car thefts and poverty plague the community but the people remain proud. Two of the three most recent tribal leaders of the White Earth reservation 

have come from the Pine Point community. 

Enter Ron D. Offutt, an industrial potato farmer who has leased or purchased more than 11,000 acres of land 

adjacent to Pine Point village, so he can produce French fries for McDonalds. In addition to drawing down our 

local aquifer with a huge number of wells for his irrigation system (one-third of all irrigation wells in the area are 

controlled by Offutt), Offutt farms lead the other industrial farmers in the area with aerial spraying. 

Everything is hit with the chemicals: the village, the houses and the classrooms of the Pine Point Elementary School. 

The school is the jewel of the community, a state-of-the-art K-8 elementary school, for which the community 

fought hard at the state legislature. For the past decade, the White Earth Land Recovery Project and a number of 

community members have been challenging RDO over the use of toxic chemicals on the land around Pine Point. In 

l992, a Hubbard County couple, whose home was situated between two RDO potato fields, appealed to the Mantrap 

Township Board for help. The township board passed a local ordinance restricting the aerial spraying of pesticides. 

In response, RDO sued the township. “Finally, people just basically backed off,” recalls township board member 

Judy Olson, “They knew they didn’t have the money that the farm did, and that they wouldn’t have a chance anyway.” 

Water quality tests conducted in the Straight River Watershed, surrounding Pine Point, found elevated levels of nitrates in 25% of the tests. Groundwater samples detected me-

tolachlor, alacor and atrazine. In 2007, the White Earth Land Recovery Project joined with Pesticide Action Network of North America (PANNA), Indigenous Environmental Network, the 

White Earth Tribal Government and Environmental Association for Great Lakes Education (EAGLE) put up a PANNA Drift Catcher by the school. 

Every couple of days, we send staff to collect data and now we have results: there are some pesticides in the air around the village of Pine Point. The pesticides we found most 

prevalent are pendamethalin and chlorothalonil.  These pesticides were found in the air, and we are not sure what may be in the water.  Chlorothalonil is a fungicide commonly called 

Bravo and Daconil, which is known to cause kidney and liver damage, mild anemia, embryo loss, oxidative DNA damage, and is a probable human carcinogen.  It is also very toxic to 

fish. Pendamethalin is used to eliminate crab grass and may affect the thyroid. The most at-risk people for exposure to these pesticides are children.

We are hopeful that this time, with the help of these national organizations and the growing concern about the dangers of these pesticides, that we will have a better chance to enact 

new regulations to protect our children and encourage and nourish a local organic economy.  We’re especially thankful to the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Foundation and our allies 

at PANNA for supporting this work. 
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Namewag Bi Azhigiiewewag: The Sturgeon are Coming Home

We report on this because we’ve been a big part of the process since the first five sturgeons were returned to Round Lake eight years ago.  

This year, the sturgeons came home again and a dam was removed.  The Heilberg Dam structure was altered and replaced with rip rap, a 

project supported in part by the White Earth Land Recovery Project, so that our relatives the sturgeon could move through their traditional 

range.  In October, at the Rediscovery Center on White Earth Lake, 5000 fingerling sturgeons’ were returned to the lake, by our community, 

joined by l8 representatives from the Rainy River First Nation, who had originally reared those sturgeons.  Another 5000 sturgeon were 

placed in Round Lake, joining their relatives. Celebrations are held to increase public awareness about the sturgeons’ activity and to main-

tain cooperation with contributing agencies. The Tribal and State Natural Resources Departments 

have been performing test netting to document the current population in stocked bodies of water. 

The annual egg procurement event at Manitou Rapids took place in May where several million eggs 

were procured and 40,000 sturgeon eggs were purchased.  Also in May, Tribal Natural Resources facilitated a White Earth Elders trip to Rainy 

River to attend the Rainy River First Nation’s Annual Fish Fry. We’ve been honored to be a part of this important healing process for our com-

munity and homecoming for our relatives.   

Alternative Energy

We have put up solar heating panels on 8 homes on White Earth hoping to reduce the heating bills by up to 20% in some of these homes.  

Our Alternative Energy Organizer, John Shimek, along with Mike Chilton from our Sustainable Communities Program, does 

weatherization work and solar panel installations. He works with utility companies who are mandated by the State to use 1.5% 

of their revenue on energy efficiency programs.  The companies he coordinates his work with include 

Itasca-Mantrap Cooperative (for weatherization kits), Otter Tail Power (who provided a lighting audit 

for the Native Harvest building as well as funding for energy audits and energy efficiency solutions in 

the home), Clearwater-Polk and Wild Rice Electric (both offering rebates for energy-saving light bulbs 

purchased by their customers), and Wild Rice (offering rebates for compact fluorescent light bulbs).

Our tribal government is installing a large wind turbine in the village of White Earth, and in 2008, we plan on following suit with a 

250-kW Mitsubishi turbine to be installed in Callaway that will power our office and food facility.  
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Bio Fuels and Energy Efficiency

The White Earth Land Recovery Project received $5,000 from the Northwest Minnesota Foundation in 

planning funds for our biodiesel distribution and production strategy in the rural town of Callaway, 

MN. We also received $25,000 from the Laura Jane Musser Fund. for the implementation of 

energy audits, energy efficiency testing training, installation of solar heating panels on houses, and 

an educational forum launching a larger program on renewable energy for the tribal and adjoining 

community of Becker County and the region.  These short-term goals are part of our larger plan, in collaboration with the City Council, to 

make Callaway a sustainable flagship town with a renewable energy economy which can be replicated in small towns across northwestern Minnesota.  

The winter of 2007-2008 has turned out to be the coldest winter in years on the reservation.  Our hope is to meet the needs of more rural families by providing more weatherization work 

and solar panel installations in the coming year, something that our new grant from the Laura Jane Musser Fund will help us to do by training two or three staff members in energy audits 

and energy efficiency.

Our community is becoming much more aware of energy efficiency and alternative energy because of our efforts to broadcast the results of our work.  One benefit of installing a solar panel 

on the Mason home in Callaway is that it is visible from the perennially busy Highway 59. Also, the second solar panel in Callaway was installed in conjunction with the Indigenous Farming 

Conference held on the reservation in February of 2008; along with solar panel work in Pine Point, White Earth and in Ponemah on the Red Lake reservation at Tommy Stillday’s home.  

Education

During the past year, the WELRP has hosted, co-hosted, or participated in many youth activities and programs on the White Earth Reservation. We co-hosted the Second Annual Indigenous 

Film Festival, April 4 through April 7, 2007, with the Indigenous Environmental Network, and the ACLU Greater Minnesota Racial Justice Project.  Over 50 independent films were shown 

during the four-day event. On April 4, area schools were invited to view independent films and a concert presented by Native Era, an Indigenous hip-hop group from South Dakota.  This 

event took place at the Bemidji State University campus and over 200 youth attended from White Earth, Leech Lake, and Red Lake Reservations. Youth created and submitted 20 indepen-

dent films for judging.

Top rated films in the following categories received certificates for their creations: Indigenous films, children and youth films, feature films, documentaries, 

Minnesota made films and shorts.  The 4-day event ended with a reception at the Wild Hare Bistro with NAMMY Award winner Annie Humphrey and Michael 

Lyons sharing their musical talents with over 50 attendees.

The 2007 Youth Retreat was held at Maplelag Resort (Callaway, MN) on April 20 through 22, 2007, with 6 young women and 9 

young men attending.  These young people represented the recently established youth community councils from Elbow Lake Vil-

lage, Waubun, Roy Lake area, Naytahwaush, Mahnomen, and White Earth.  The youth councils will directly connect the village com-

munity councils to youth in the community. Retreat organizers Kaia Thompson (Community Resource Alliance) and Leah Prussia (WELRP) created an agenda 

that allowed the young leaders to get an overview of the history of our people and the reservation, the tribal political structure, information on chemical and 

mental health, family violence prevention, sexuality and the tools to negotiate and consensus build as they work within the youth community councils.  Don 

and Laureen York (Sons and Daughters of Tradition) served as chaperones.
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V-Day,” an international anti-violence event, was hosted at the Shooting Star Casino 

in Mahnomen, MN on March 24, 2007.  Approximately 75 to 100 people attended.  
        

           Events included:

 •	 Establishing	a	Sexual	Safety	Zone	for	women	at	the	WELRP’s	Callaway	facility	

	 •	 A	Community	Spotlight	on	Violence	Forum	at	the	Shooting	Star	Casino

	 •	 A	workshop	on	Violence,	Racism	and	Alcohol/Substance	Abuse	at	the	Casino.		

	 •	 A	performance	of	“The	Vagina	Monologues”

	 •	 A	Concert	with	two-time	Grammy	Award	winner	Bill	Miller

	 •	 A	full	day	of	free	HIV	testing	

During March, Star Wallowing Bull, a young artist from White Earth, conducted four workshops 

in colored pencil drawing techniques and various art forms. He held workshops at Pine Point 

Elementary School, the Circle of Life School, and Waubun High School and the Naytahwaush 

Charter School.  During March and April, Star spent many hours hand drawing and painting 

a beautiful Ojibwe floral border on the hallway walls of our new facility, the former Callaway 

Elementary School.  This beautiful border took Star 240 hours from start to finish.  

Additional funding for the above workshops and events were secured from other foundation 

support such as the Two Feathers Fund (The Saint Paul Foundation), the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, 

the Region 2 Lakes Arts Council and the Springfield Dominican Sisters’ Poverty, Justice and 

Peace Fund.

Star Wallowing Bull
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Sustainable Communities, Heifer and our Allies

Gitigaanigewag- they are farming 

The WELRP’s Sustainable Communities staff kept busy during the 2007 growing season.  They raised 5 greenhouses in different reservation communities, 

plowed 151 gardens for tribal members, planted 4 acres of Bear Island flint corn and 4 acres of White Flint corn, distributed 1026 trees, and purchased and 

planted 1500 strawberry and 1000 raspberry plants.  The overarching goal of all this tilling and planting is to eventually have a sustainable food economy 

on the White Earth Reservation, wherein tribal members produce much of their own food and/or buy and sell food among each other. 

In contrast, at present, the majority of our grocery dollars are spent in off-reservation communities such as Detroit Lakes, 

Minnesota, and Fargo, North Dakota.  Building the local economy will improve both the physical and economic health of our 

tribe because so many of us currently depend on packaged, processed food. We’ve also received funding to do a study on the 

White Earth food economy, and that will be coming out in 2008.  

We hosted the Fourth Annual Great Lakes Indigenous Farming Conference at Maplelag Resort, February 8 through 12, 2007.  This gathering of regional farmers 

provides an opportunity to learn and share information about sustainable agriculture, organic farming and gardening, and traditional methods of agriculture.  

We will host the Conference again this year at the same location from February 10 through 13.

We are continually working to share and gain knowledge about sustainability.  Therefore, Ron Chilton, Sustainable Communities Director, attended the Midwest 

Organic farming Conference in LaCrosse, Wisconsin, also in February and several delegates from WELRP also attended the Wisconsin Oneidas’ Corn Husking 

and Harvest Bee to learn about Indigenous corn growing and preserving. 

NIIJII Broadcast Systems
We’re planning on starting a radio station here on White Earth, and have been able, with the help of Brown 

Broadcasting and a host of allies from around the country to apply in a short window of opportunity for an FCC 

license for a community-based broadcast radio station. We are working on the process, and are coordinating 

with Leech Lake reservation nearby, so that together we can serve our Ojibwe communities.  We are also 

looking to start a web-based information and news network on the reservation and a web-based internet 

broadcast through which we anticipate building our capacity to create a strong and relevant voice for our 

community and perhaps most importantly, engage our youth in the technologies and thinking about the future 

of our community.   Thanks so much to Andrea Hanks for her hard work on this project’s development and all 

our interns and friends like Yana Garcia.   
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Heifer Project

We have a partnership with Heifer Project international and are looking forward to continuing this work to expand the food production potential of our 

reservation.  
 

Our friends Jim and Lori Gellings have been raising turkeys this past year, Narragansett Blue and Bourbon Red Turkeys ending 

up with around 60 at the end of the season. They were able to sell the turkeys to local families, and were part of the Pine Point 

Farm to School program as well. Lori is related to a lot of children in the Pine Point School, so it was a great thing to have the 

kids go to her farm and see her raising those turkeys.  The turkeys are raised in a free-range environment and fed only natural, 

additive-free food.

Jim Gellings tells the story of when the turkeys and the kids from Pine Point School met:

“...The turkeys like people because they are used to being fed so they will come right up to you. That’s how it started.  The kids came out of the 
bus from the tribal school and we told them to be slow. But they didn’t listen. We were walking and the kids got excited and started running. 
And the turkeys started running, then the kids started screaming and the turkeys started screaming. We had kids and turkeys scattered in the 
woods for a while. …”

With the Heifer Project we are also able to support new rice mills on the reservation and to increase the capacity of our people to be able to produce 

more rice and eat more rice. We put one rice mill up on the Sahkahtay project property near Naytahwaush on our reservation.  

Manoominikewag: They Are Making Wild Rice       

We began supporting the rice harvest with an end of August Great Anishinaabe Canoe Race held at White Earth Lake, for the fourth year in 

succession. This year we dedicated to the memory of Chad Swedburg, a friend who was murdered in his maple sugarbush this past spring but 

had previously won the canoe race three times in a row.  We were able to give away three canoes and sets of paddles as well as ricing sticks 

to the winners to ensure they had access to the equipment needed for ricing.  We also gave away tee shirts to those who participated.  There 

were around 75 people from the community who participated this year.  

Our ricing season began with the Heifer funded installations of the rice mill at Naytahwaush in August of 2007, and the second at the Murray 

– Williams ( White Earth Lake) mill.  We delivered, installed and offered training for the recipients.  The Hoagland/Sahkahtay Mill went well, with the finished mill consisting of one parcher 

for rice, two thrashing machines for removing the hulls from the kernels and one fanning mill.  This donation was supplemented by the Midwest Minnesota Community Development 

Corporation’s donation of a shed.   The rice mill was used to process wild rice for 22 individual harvesters, the White Earth Reservation Conservation Department and the Sahkahtay 

Indigenous Preservation Society for a total of 5,550 pounds of green-weight rice.   

Jim Gellings



The rice buying was challenging. We bought 8,999 pounds mostly from the Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge Lakes and then a huge set of wind storms blew 

off the rice on Big Rice Lake, which had not been able to ripen. There was about two days worth of ripe rice on this excellent lake, but most of that was 

purchased by our colleagues at Leech Lake and the White Earth Tribal Biology Department.  

Native Harvest  

The WELRP’s subsidiary business, Native Harvest, which buys local products for a fair price from tribal members and markets those products nationally, 

has begun to grow.  As a part of educating consumers as to who we really are and telling the story of our community and our producers, we introduced our 

beautiful new labels and packaging for our food products in 2007.  Our wild rice was placed into 16oz and 8oz unique full color boxes, our flour products 

were placed into attractive flour sack drawstring bags with colorful logos and full color labels were placed onto our maple syrup, soup mixes, fruit spreads 

and jellies, maple candy and buffalo sausage.  We also were able to put in some new technical systems to begin more efficient tracking of orders and product 

coding that will make us more available and viable in stores.  As well, our website www.nativeharvest.com went through some much needed 

changes, making it more customers friendly.  All of our staff, but particularly Juanita Lindsay and Laura Larson worked really hard on this, and 

Todd Sisson, our Production Manager, was able to bring some unique new products to the market: our bergamot and rose hip fruit spreads. 

Native Harvest sales grew again this year, because of the hard work of our staff and our great worth products. All retail sales totaled around 

$226,000.00 Wholesale was at around $l63,783.00 and the Minwanjige Café had sales of around $40,769.00 worth of products. Thanks again 

to our hard working staff and all of the amazing producers. 

Top Honor to our Executive Director 

In October, Winona LaDuke was notified that she was being inducted into the National Women’s Hall of Fame, joining some 227 other 

fascinating and accomplished women in history, and it was a very proud time for our community. Winona and Roxanne Struthers, a 

former board member who has passed away, were inducted into the Northern Minnesota Women’s Hall of Fame in early 2008. Winona’s 

daughter Waseyabin accepted the honor on behalf of her mother as the next generation steps up.  
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Waseyabin Kapesheshit



2007 Revenue & Expenses

WELRP 2007 Program Revenue

White Earth Land Recovery Program
Expenses 2007
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2007 Foundation & Institutional Support
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AMB Foundation
AlterEco
Bemidji Woolen Mills
Blooming Prairie Foundation
Blue Cross and Blue Shield  
Foundation of Minnesota
Clean Energy Resource Teams (CERTs)
Christensen Fund
CITGO Petroleum
Cottonwood Foundation
Currents of Change: Fidelity  
Charitable Gift Fund
Catholic Campaign for  
Human Development –  
Diocese of Crookston
Detroit Lakes Community Foundation
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Ford Foundation
Heifer International
Honor the Earth
Hunger Solutions
Jessie Smith Noyes Foundation
Lannan Foundation
Laura Jane Musser Fund
Massage Therapy Foundation
MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger
Minneapolis Fair Trade Network
Minneapolis Foundation
Minnesota Sesquicentennial Committee Legacy Grant
North Central Region
Sustainable Agriculture
Research and Education 
(NCR-SARE)

Northwest Area Foundation
Northwest Area Foundation- Great Strides Award
Northwest Minnesota Foundation
Otto Bremer Foundation
Patagonia
Peace Development Fund
Presbyterian National Committee on  
Self-Development of People
Region 2 Arts Council
(Anishinaabe Arts Initiative)
Slow Food USA
State of Minnesota
State of Minnesota - Department of Agriculture
The Philanthropic Collaborative
Synod of Lakes and Prairies Presbyterian Church USA 
Tides Foundation

Tides Foundation – Economic Justice 
Fund
Tides Foundation – 
Underdog Fund
Tides Foundation – Honor Fund
TransFair USA
Two Feathers Endowment
United States Department of Agri-
culture Cooperative State Research, 
Education, and Extension Service 
(USDA-CSREES)
Virginia Wellington Cabot Fund
World Hunger Year (WHY) and Harry 
Chapin Foundation Harry Chapin Self-
Reliance Award

“We are taking that fork in the path, towards a green future, one in which we are insured that  
we will have food to eat, water to drink and a way of life in resonance with our ancestors and strong enough    

for those yet to come.  That is the privilege of our time, and of this work.  I am so grateful for our  
organization, our community, and our supporters for joining together to make this beautiful future”.

             Winona LaDuke
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2007 Individual Donors
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H.S. Crosby

E.L. & R. J. Cunningham

Juliana Elchert

Elizabeth Day

Judy & Jay Demerath

Curtis DeYoung

Jean Doak

Mary & Carolyn Dorfman

Alan & Claire Van Downes

Mary T. Downing

Brendan Doyle

Timothy & Janet Dray

Janice Dunn

Lynne Ekola-Harrington

Liza Eng

F.C. English

David & Jamie Erickson

John & Jacqueline Erskine

Robert Fall

Barbara A. Fath

John Fay

James & Anne Fingar

Dr. John Fitzpatrick

Elizabeth Fletcher

Robert H. Franke

John & Janet Fredell

Wayne & Sherri Fuller

Susan Futrell
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Dr. Jan Garrett

Judith Gavin

Maxine Gerber



2007 Individual Donors

Louise Gerdts

Rebecca Gilbert

Larry Ginsberg

Jerome P. Gleich

Nancy & Kenneth Goodhue-

McWilliams

Bernard Gordon

Margaret Gottlieb

Ken & Jeannie Green

Kevin & Gan Gregerson

Constance Griffith

Hanna Hafter

Elizabeth Hart

Todd Heinz

Carrie J. Heitsch
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White Earth Land Recovery Project
P.O. Box 97 

607 Main Avenue
Callaway, Minnesota 56521 

Ph: 218-375-2600

Native Harvest
P.O. Box 69

607 Main Avenue
Callaway, Minnesota 56521 

Ph: 218-375-4601www.nativeharvest.com



Top Left to Right:  Makwa, Bear by Gordon M. Coons & George Perry;  Wawaazissii, Bullhead by Gordon M. Coons & George Perry;  
Waabizhehshi, Marten by Gordon M. Coons, Carol A. Smith &  Lori Taguma

Bottom Left to Right:  Ma’iingan, Wolf by Gordon M. Coons & Carol A. Smith;  Ajijaak, Crain by Gordon M. Coons & Carol A. Smith;  
Mooz, Moose by Gordon M. Coons & George Perry


